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GREEN COVE SPRINGS -- Barn raisings may have gone out of fashion in the late 19th century, but this past weekend a good old fashioned “barn raising” took place at  Seamark Ranch in Green Cove Springs. 
Area churches, businesses, community groups and friends joined together to donate their time, talent and resources to help Seamark Ranch children’s home construct its’ new horse barn. Beginning with six stalls, the 36 feet by 96 feet pole barn can be expanded to 12 stalls as Seamark Ranch’s equine program grows.  
Construction skills and volunteer labor to build the barn were coordinated with area churches – Christ Church Fleming Island, First Baptist Church of Middleburg, Fruit Cove Baptist Church, New Grace Church, Celebration Church and Calvary Assembly of God.  Several weeks of preparation preceded the barn raising with volunteers sinking poles, building beams and installing braces. Construction began at
6 a.m. Friday, June 18, as men from several of the area churches worked to raise the beams and secure them in place.  
Work continued early the next morning with more volunteers as 49 trusses were swung into place by a crane donated by WW Gay Mechanical Contractors, Inc. and secured by a crew from J.L. Whitaker, Inc. Men skilled in construction and framing worked along side willing volunteers to secure the trusses, adding hurricane clips and installing wood sheeting and paper.  The workers were assisted by two youth volunteers from Middleburg High School Future Farmers of America. Once remaining roofing tasks are completed work will begin on the plumbing and electrical portion of the barn.  
Seamark Ranch is a residential home and education program for at-risk children primarily funded by individuals, businesses, churches, organizations and foundations.  Funding for the new horse barn was provided by a private donor in Clay County but without the assistance of community partners, construction of the barn would have been delayed. Seamark Ranch is thankful to be part of a caring community that shares the vision of providing a better life for children in need. 

The two-day barn raising was preceded by planning provided by Kasper Architecture, McVeigh & Mangum Engineering, JB Coxwell Contracting, Inc, and Bartram Trail Surveying, Inc.  Since opening its doors in August 2007 with two homes, Seamark Ranch has served 36 children. Located on 468 acres, Seamark Ranch’s campus will include 12 houses, an on-campus school, counseling and administration center, equestrian center, agricultural center, recreational facilities, chapel, miles of hiking and riding trails and other amenities. Go online to www.seamarkranch.com  for further details.
