








When asked who made a mark in my life I would have to say my mother, Pia Montoya. She, along with my high 
school coaches Tom Pierson, and Billy Lopez, helped shape me into the man I am today.  At a crucial time in 
my life when I had so many important choices to make, they helped guide and encourage me to achieve essential 
milestones successfully — ultimately shaping my personality, values, and principles! 

Fatherless at the age of  two, my widowed mother and I moved to the United States when I turned seven. I 
watched my mother overcome the obstacles of  limited education and income. She received her college degree and 
obtained a fulltime job; never giving up. Her dedication provided me with solid love and determination. 

My coaches taught me resilience and grit. They showed me the benefits of  teamwork and that making excuses did 
not allow us to achieve our goals. Probably the most critical lesson they taught me was how to earn respect and 
trust. I will be forever grateful that they took the time to Make Their Mark on my life!
 
Character and strength are often built through adversity, but without love, trust and support hardships can lead 
children into a cycle of  pain and bad choices. At Seamark Ranch our goal is to provide education, love, and 
support to the children in our care so that each can realize their potential and strive to Make Their Mark in the 
world successfully.

As you’ll see in the following pages, we are making an impact on children in need and transforming their lives. 
I would like to invite you to join me in Making Your Mark on the children of  Seamark Ranch. By giving your 
time through our volunteer program, your dedication through monthly giving, or your teamwork through our 
corporate partnerships there are many ways you can get involved and change the life of  a child. 

So - how will you Make Your Mark?

Sincerely,

H. William Montoya
Chairman of  the Board







Seamark Ranch is a community with a healthy 
family culture at its core.  Boys and girls live in a 
two-parent home setting where they receive the 
love, nurture, discipline and consistency every child 
deserves. Each family works, plays and attends 
church together, just like a ‘traditional’ family. 

Counselors work with our houseparents, teachers 
and qualified volunteers to address therapeutic 
needs of  the children and help each child develop.

Seamark’s Equestran Program uses a “hands-on” 
approach to enhance skills, re-establish trust and 
motivate positive change. By caring for and riding 
Seamark’s horses, children learn respect for self  
and others, empathy, self-control, confidence, 
accountability and problem solving.

Seamark is a working farm! Here the children 
care for animals, work the soil, cultivate crops 
and participate in outdoor activities in a safe, 
wholesome environment. In addition to producing 
fresh food daily for our home menus the children 
are learning self-sufficiency, teamwork and 
responsibility.



Young children learn differently from older 
children. Seamark elementary education helps 
students acquire knowledge, facts, and information 
that will give them a foundation for life-long 
learning. Our curriculum is traditional … reading, 
vocabulary, sentence structure, math tables, states 
and capitals, timelines, events, people, the life cycle 
of  a butterfly.  Some of  our students have missed 
important pieces of  their academic foundation.  We 
are able to help our children overcome deficiencies 
and begin to experience academic success.

All children are evaluated to determine the 
optimal educational environment.  Some students 
will graduate from Seamark School while others 
complete their high school experience at off 
campus schools.  Some subjects are taught through 
online courses.  Seamark education guides each 
student to prepare themselves for a career.  

Maturing students are developing the capacity 
for abstract thought.  Seamark middle school 
education leads students beyond facts and 
information helping them learn to think logically.  
Technology is integrated in academic subjects.  Art 
and music classes are offered.



For the last twelve years, Seamark Ranch has 
worked to change the face of  childcare. Luke 2:52 
says, “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and 
in favor with God and man.” We desire that these 
words be spoken of  each child who passes through 
our doors. 

The numbers are stunning. In 2017 alone, nearly 
700,000 children were served by the U.S. foster 
care system.1 These children are at an extremely 
high risk for continued abuse, neglect, human 
trafficking, homelessness, PTSD, unplanned 
pregnancy, and drug use. “It is estimated that 30-50 
percent of  youth exit the foster care system without 
a high school diploma or high school equivalent.”2 
And since less than 3 percent of  foster youth 
graduate from college, many children in foster care 
find themselves educationally disadvantaged.3

Seamark Ranch strives to meet the increasing need 
to help children who, through no fault of  their 
own, have been left alone in this world. As you 
learn more about us, you will see the hopeful faces 
of  children providentially blessed with opportunity 
that is all too rare for those who require out-of-
home care. Whether our children go on to be 
adopted, are eventually reunified in their biological 
families, or grow up with us, we are a family!

1. U.S. Department of  Health and Human Services, Administration 
for Children and Families,  Administrationon Children, Youth and 
Families, Children’s Bureau, htps:/www.acf.hhs.gov/cb 

2. Foster Youth Graduate High School and College at Low Rates. 
http://foster-care-newsletter.com/foster-youth-graduate-at-low-
rates/  

3. Foster Care 2.0, http://www.fostercare2.org/ 





“I love fried chicken and reading. Having lived at 
Seamark Ranch for the last two years, I am most 
proud of  the fact that I ran the Gate River Run. I 
believe bullying and the mistreatment of  others is 
a big problem and I know first-hand the negative 
impact it can have on people. I will Make My Mark in 
the world by doing something good.” 

“My dream for the future is to be an electrical 
engineer and work on planes.”



“I am most proud of  the changes I have made in 
myself  in the last three years of  living at Seamark 
Ranch. I have discovered a love for reading, writing 
and especially fried shrimp. I plan to Make My Mark 
in the world! I want to be a detective and work for 
a crime scene unit. My goal is to be a witness to the 
positive change that God has made in my life, and 
to help kids that have been in my situation.” 

“My dream for the future is to be a police 
detective.”





“I am proud to be part of  the Middleburg High School graduating class 
of  2019. I am so excited to begin college at Savannah College of  Art and 
Design, this summer. I plan to study Luxury and Fashion Management and 
go on to become a fashion designer and marketer. I know I will Make My Mark 
in the world!” 

“My dream for the future is to be a designer and fashion marketer.”



“I love fish, especially tilapia, and being creative. 
Having lived at Seamark Ranch for seven years, 
I am most proud of  winning a ribbon in the 
horse show while riding Patches.Working with the 
Seamark horses makes me feel like I can accomplish 
anything I set my mind to. I will Make My Mark in 
the world by becoming an artist.” 

“My dream for the future is to be an artist”



“I want to Make My Mark in the world by helping 
others and working to end world hunger. Since 
coming to live at Seamark a year ago I have 
discovered I have a gift for running. I love running. 
I am planning to run on the Clay High Cross 
Country Team. I am not sure what I want to study 
yet, all I know is I really want go to college!” 

“My dream for the future is to attend 
college.”





Since opening our first two homes in 2007, over 120 children have found hope, healing and opportunity at 
Seamark Ranch.  Every child has a different story.  Some stay for months and others for many years.  Some 
children are reunified with their families, others have been adopted, while still others grow up at the Ranch where 
we help them transition into living independently.  All call Seamark home!

Over the years a healing culture has been established at Seamark.  Children are placed in a safe, nurturing family 
where they find stability and consistency through the loving care of  Seamark houseparents.  At the Seamark 
School children get the academic and emotional support they need to succeed.  Through the equine and the 
agricultural programs children are taught essential life skills and the importance of  community.  God has provided 
a wonderful 465 acre environment where children’s hearts are healed and their lives are transformed as they live, 
learn, work and play together.  

Over the first decade the priority was to build successful programs:  residential, academic, counseling, equine, 
farming and life skills.  Now we are building for the future, expanding our capacity to help children.  We have 
recently completed construction of  two beautiful new homes. Two modular buildings are being renovated to 
expand classroom space for the school.  We will be able to serve twice as many children.  

The long term vision for Seamark Ranch is for 6 Girls’ Homes and 6 Boys’ Homes to serve a total of  75-100 
children at one time. In 2018-2019 we made important progress toward fulfilling the vision, and thanks to a 
generous and resourceful supporting community Seamark remains debt-free.  Because of  the faithful giving of  our 
compassionate partners we continue to operate with a balanced budget. 

We do need additional community partners to help support the children in our new homes. Working together we 
can make a difference for these children; changing their lives through providing them an opportunity for a better 
future.  Make Your Mark on the life of  a child as a partner in the mission at Seamark Ranch.  

Let us thank God for His faithful provision of  every need over the 
last twelve years. Also, please join with us in praying for a smooth 
transition from operating two homes to operating four homes.  

Faithfully,

Fred Meiners
Executive Director



“I was lucky enough early in my career to have been 
approached by a client, who told me about Seamark 
Ranch. She explained that Seamark needed to tell 
their story with a video and I should be the one to do 
it.  While touring the Ranch, we met the kids, and 
without a doubt my heart was moved. I knew then that 
Seamark Ranch was a special place for children. They 
felt safe; they were educated and mentored there.

Undoubtedly Seamark Ranch offered the best shot 
these kids might ever get. I didn’t have any children at 
the time, but I decided to start giving whatever money  
I could spare. Over time as my company grew so did 
my dedication and support. 

Now I am a father myself  to a beautiful little girl, and 
it has put the children of  Seamark Ranch in a whole 
new perspective for me. As a dad, it hurts to think of  
the pain they have been through, but I find comfort 
in knowing that out of  all the places these children 
could’ve ended up, Seamark Ranch is by far the best 
place for them to heal and to find hope.

I think we are all put on this earth to make an impact, 
and for me the simplest way to get started on that 
journey is by being of  service to others. I once read 
that ‘the secret to living is giving.’ I’ve found this to be 
so true in every area of  my life.  Whatever you may be 
lacking in your life, try to give it away first and see what 
happens.“

Franchot Barbra
Seamark Ranch Supporter





Birthdays! Weddings! Bar/Bat Mitzvahs! Sports Games! 
There are endless ways to fundraise and make an impact 
for the children of  Seamark Ranch. Gather your family 
and friends for your next event or celebration. 

Volunteers are key to our success and there are so many 
ways to help Seamark Ranch and our children. Chances 
are if  you enjoy a particular task, we can use your help. 
We have opportunities during the week as well as a 
dedicated Volunteer Project Day one Saturday each 
month. Make Your Mark with a lasting, positive impact on 
a child in need.

Join the Seamark Ambassador Program, Seamark Ranch’s family of  monthly givers who are Making 
Their Mark. As a Seamark Ambassador you’ll give the children of  Seamark Ranch the tools they need 
to succeed, get exclusive updates from the Ranch and School, and so much more.



Our Corporate Partners help to ensure that Seamark Ranch has the 
resources needed to support the children living at the Ranch every 
single day. We will work with you to structure the best opportunity 
for your company, whether it’s sponsoring one of  our events or one 
of  our homes. Contact us today to learn more!

Cornerstone Churches have prayerfully included Seamark 
Ranch in their annual budget and regularly provide financial 
support; monthly, quarterly or annually, according to their 
ability. Help us partner with your church!

Consider the value of  including future generations of  
Seamark Ranch children in your estate plans. What 
better way to Make Your Mark?





Every year Seamark Ranch hosts this unique 5K event that challenges participants to go beyond 
themselves and tackle a 26 obstacles course that takes advantage of  the beautiful, natural terrain on 
Seamark’s 465-acre campus. “Mudders” will have to navigate ponds, berms, mud pits, a rope web, 
enjoy a refreshing dip into Black Creek and a 100-foot slippery slide down Seamark’s “Prayer Hill”. 
Make plans to join us April 25, 2020 for the 7th Annual Seamark Mud Run!

These two exclusive invitation-only events, like all of  our fundraising events, are 100% volunteer 
created and run. Dedicated individuals and families have raised awareness, reached more people 
and raised significant funds for the programs of  Seamark Ranch through their personal time and 
energy. Make Your Mark, if  you are interested in creating an event or participating in peer-to-peer 
fundraisers for Seamark Ranch, please call us today. We are happy to work with you to support 
Seamark and show your friends and family what our mission means to you personally.

The Seamark Ranch Charity Golf  Tournament is an exciting day of  golf  and recreation at the 
beautiful  Jacksonville Golf  & Country Club. Foursomes enjoy a fun day of  golf, a luncheon, silent 
auction and raffle. All proceeds from the day’s event benefit Seamark operations. Sponsorships 
opportunities are available so be sure to follow Seamark Ranch on Facebook for more information 
on this exciting event. 
Join us October 28, 2019 for the Seamark Ranch Charity Golf  Tournament!

Our annual Fall Fun on the Farm and Dog Walk event is an excellent opportunity to see Seamark 
Ranch for yourself. Each year Seamark opens its doors to the public for a family-friendly day 
teeming with the colors of  Fall and exciting activities such as wagon rides, petting zoo, gardens, farm 
animals, barnyard games,  Ranch tours, music and much more. 
Save the date for Saturday, October 12, 2019. 





The last two years have been very strong financially for Seamark 
Ranch as you, our donors, have captured the vision and embraced the 
plan to open more homes and serve more children! The funding for 
existing programs and operations has remained strong while capital 
funding for the construction, furnishing and equipping of  Boys’ Home 
2 and Girls’ Home 2 is being raised. It is so encouraging to have you 
generously come alongside the Board of  Directors and staff, as we 
grow.

Thank you! Our sustainer programs-Ambassadors, Corporate 
Partners and Cornerstone-continue to increase as well as other 
monthly, quarterly and annual giving. Please let us know if  you’d 
like more information about giving opportunities to best suit your 
circumstances.

We have said it many times but it bears repeating, that we take the stewardship of  the dollars entrusted to us very 
seriously. Once again, we have financial statements audited by an independent CPA firm, which are available 
upon request.

Amanda Landau
Director of  Operations & Finance

Seamark Ranch is a U.S. 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization




