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Hope
Felicity Cancio came to 
Seamark Ranch in 2011. 
Since leaving Seamark she 
has completed her high 
school education and is 
currently attending classes 
at Saint Johns River State 
College. Be sure to visit 
seamarkranch.com to 
learn more about Felicity’s 
Hope.



Our Mission

Boys’ Home 
houseparents, Rich 
and Tracy Dawson 
model a strong, 
loving two-parent 
family system for 
boys like nine year 
old Stormy.
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DREAMS BEGIN HERE!



This is where the healing begins. Many of the children who find a home at Seamark Ranch don’t 
come to us with dreams for their future. After years of neglect or abuse, they cannot begin to 
imagine a better life for themselves.  They are trusting us to help them transform their lives from 
despair to hope.  Seamark Ranch is the perfect place for dreams to begin for our children. We 
are unique in this area.  As a faith-based children’s home and school, with a working farm and 
ranch, our children heal while contributing to the well-being of their home. One only needs to 
watch our children interact with the horses in our volunteer-led equestrian program to see how 
wounded souls heal. This is just one example of the many Seamark programs that are changing 
children’s lives.  As you look through these pages and visit our website you will see renewed 
hope in the faces of our children.

At Seamark Ranch, our mission is to 
provide a nurturing Christian home 
and family system that gives children 
from families in crisis the tools they 
need for a brighter future. Through 
a family home model, a specialized 
residential school and the lessons of 
life on a working farm community, 
Seamark Ranch provides the ideal 
setting for love, stabilization, healing, 
education and empowerment. 

We dream of better lives for the 
children entrusted to our care, and 
thanks to a caring community these 
dreams are becoming a reality. Won’t 
you join us in helping the children 
making dreams come true?  Dreams 
really do begin here!   

Gratefully,

Susan Hamilton, Chair
Seamark Ranch Board of Directors
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DREAMS BEGIN HERE!



Keith and April Denton founded Seamark Ranch 
in Jacksonville, Florida in 2001.

Keith Denton experienced first-hand how 
Seamark Ranch can make a difference in the lives 
of children. When he was 10 years old Keith went 
to live at Big Oak Ranch, a Christian children’s 
home in Alabama. His new family loved him 
and nurtured his development, and his gifts 
and talents blossomed in the Christ-centered 
environment. 

In 2001, the Lord gave Keith and April the vision 
of founding and building Seamark Ranch for boys 
and girls in the Northeast Florida area. The dream 
began to take shape as two Jacksonville families 
donated 468 acres in Clay County, Florida. In the 
summer of 2007, the dream became a reality.
Seamark Ranch opened its doors to children 
and began its ministry, thanks to the support 

and generosity of hundreds of compassionate 
individuals, churches, civic organizations, 
foundations, and businesses.

Seamark Ranch is celebrating its seventh 
anniversary this year. Since opening its doors 
Seamark has served over 70 children with two 
homes, our on-campus school and extensive 
childcare programs. As we continue to add 
homes, build a K-12 school, and grow and expand 
our programs we hope to transform the lives of 
hundreds of children entrusted to our care.
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THE 1st
DREAM



Seamark admits 
at-risk children 

ages six and older. 
Children are 

accepted based 
on need without 

regard to money or 
influence.

WHY WE DO 
      WHAT WE DO.
The Seamark Ranch logo is a shining seamark – a lighthouse leading children to safety and 
security. Our seamark is Jesus Christ. The shining light portrays His salvation, love, peace, 
hope, and grace – all of which are freely given to our children at Seamark Ranch.

Seamark Ranch, located on a beautiful 468-acre campus in Northeast Florida, seeks to provide 
a traditional home environment where each child can experience the security of boundaries 
and the acceptance of unconditional love. The Seamark approach is therapy-based and 
individualized. We strive to heal wounds and help children prosper in faith, in school, and in 
the community.

Seamark Ranch’s vision is to break the generational cycle of failure that affects the families we 
serve, and to nurture purposeful living in children who have experienced the impact of broken 
families. The children of Seamark Ranch will be equipped with a worldview and life skills that 
will enable them to productively contribute to our community. Our children will be healed in 
heart and formed for service.
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LEADERSHIP
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Board of Directors:

Chair
Susan Hamilton
Retired CSX/Consultant
Jacksonville, Florida

Vice-Chair
Ryan M. Schmitt
President 
Petticoat-Schmitt Civil Contractors Inc. 
Jacksonville, Florida

Secretary
Brenda Davis
Jacksonville, Florida

Treasurer
Aaron Kendrick III
Senior Director 
Jacksonville Port Authority 
Jacksonville, Florida

T.R. Hainline Jr.
Attorney/Shareholder
Rogers Towers, P.A. 
Jacksonville, Florida

Megan Brown
District Manager 
ADP 
Jacksonville, Florida

Ward Huntley
Orange Park, Florida

Drew Frick
General Counsel 
Gate Petroleum Company
Jacksonville, Florida

Will Montoya
President 
Montoya & Associates 
Jacksonville, Florida

Jeff Bryan
Jacksonville, Florida

Emily B. Smith
Jacksonville, Florida

Theresa Dahl
Jacksonville, Florida

Walt Bussells
President 
Forbes Street Capital 
Jacksonville, Florida

Mark A. Morley
President 
The Ohmega Group 
Jacksonville, Florida

Elizabeth Yant Hyman
Senior Vice President 
Citi
Jacksonville, Florida

Richard L. Myers MD 
North Florida OB/GYN Associates
Jacksonville, Florida

James R. Weeks
Clay County Tax Collector 
Green Cove Springs, Florida

Vicki Gillander
Jacksonville, Florida

Adam Hollingsworth
Chief of Staff, Office of the Governor
Tallahassee, Florida

Joyce Mann
Jacksonville, Florida

Allene Zvara
Jacksonville, Florida
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John B. Coxwell
Founder 
J.B. Coxwell Contracting Inc. 
Jacksonville, Florida

Ken Wilson
President 
Gate Lands Company 
Jacksonville, Florida

Founders:

Keith and April Denton

Staff:

Fred Meiners
Executive Director

Amanda Landau
Director of Operations and Finance

Ron Dawson
Director of Admissions

Renée Pleasant
Director of Education

Eugene F. Coleman, Jr.
Family Care Coordinator

Board Members Emeritus:



Seamark Ranch has transcended the 
group home environment and has 
developed a healthy family culture.  
Boys’ and Girls’ homes are structured as 
a two-parent setting where the children 
receive the love, nurture, discipline and 
consistency every child deserves.  Each 
family works, plays and attends church 
together, just like a “traditional” family.  
Not only do the children feel safe, they 
also feel they have a family where they 
“belong”- some for the very first time.  
In the confines of their family they 
are developing healthy relationships, 
responsibility and accountability.  
Our goal is to nurture the pursuit of 
excellence in our children in all areas of 
their lives.  

Seamark currently has two fully 
f u n c t i o n i n g 
and fully paid-
for homes in 
operation, with 
the goal of adding 
at least two more 
homes in the next 
two years. The 
dream is for more 
children to find 
a loving home 
and family at       
Seamark Ranch.

RESIDENTIAL 
CHILDCARE 
PROGRAM 
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Seamark Ranch children have taken up running 
as one of their sports of choice. The Girls’ Home 
competed in the Gate River Run on March 15, the 
largest 15K race in the United States. All completed 
the 15K race with over 20,000 other runners and 
walkers.  This was a huge accomplishment for 
our girls!   The kids are training hard to improve 
their health and get in the best possible shape for 
future races.  Thanks to a recent donation from the 
Clay County Marine Corp League “Soles for Tots” 
program and Sports Mania in Jacksonville Beach, 
all the children were outfitted with a new pair of 
athletic shoes this past summer.  
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For many of the children at Seamark Ranch, 
education was not a priority before they 
arrived.  Seamark’s educational program 
is geared to address each child’s strengths 
and weaknesses.  By promoting academic 
success though our on-campus elementary 
and middle school and our partnership 
with area high schools, Seamark creates a 
positive environment where children can 
excel at learning.  Our on-campus school and 
extensive life skills program on our 468 acre 
campus allow students to apply academic 
knowledge and learning through working 
together on real life, hands-on projects. 

Since opening our doors, seven Seamark 
School alumni have graduated from high 
schools and academic programs.  Our on-
campus elementary/middle school includes 
both residential and community day students. 
Our goal is to build and staff a dedicated K-12 
school building and integrate even more 
essential life skills on our ranch campus. 

SEAMARK 
SCHOOL AND 
EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAM
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Seamark is a working farm! Here the children 
care for animals, work the soil, cultivate crops 
and participate in outdoor activities in a 
safe, wholesome environment. In addition to 
producing fresh food daily for our home menus 
and providing free or low cost produce to 
food-insecure families in our area, the children 
are learning self-sufficiency, teamwork and 
responsibility.

Thanks to our community partners, our farm 
is growing! We have completed our Blueberry 
Acre with over 2000 plants, including several 
varieties of blueberries for optimum production. 
We have planted 500 blackberry bushes with 
plans for more. We have also planted an orchard 
with 75 fruit trees, loquats, figs, paw paws, Asian 
pears, olives, pomegranates and more.

Seamark Ranch is expanding our community 
gardening initiative and exploring opportunities 
with area food banks, restaurants and culinary 
schools.  The crops growing in the garden rotate 
seasonally and include broccoli, cauliflower, 
tomatoes, peppers, swiss chard, lettuce, potatoes, 

okra, watermelon, cucumbers and squash.  The 
program and its harvest offer Seamark children 
a new perspective on healthy eating and food 
production, while instilling a sense of purpose 
as the children work to help eliminate hunger in 
our community. 

Our goal for Seamark Farms is to move toward 
sustainable agriculture and continue to expand 
our community supported agriculture efforts. 
We will continue to teach the children the 
concept of self-sufficiency and healthy minds 
and bodies by producing a fresh food item for 
every meal every day.

SEAMARK 
FARMS
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Seamark’s Equestrian Program implements 
a “hands-on” approach to enhance skills, 
reestablish trust and motivate positive change 
in an engaging way. By caring for and riding 
Seamark’s twelve horses, children learn respect 
for self and others, empathy, self-control, 
confidence, accountability and problem solving. 
The horses help break down the children’s 
protective walls and help them learn to trust 
again.

The Equestrian Program at Seamark Ranch 
is managed exclusively by a team of skilled 
equestrian volunteers including 6 regular 
volunteers and 15 on-call and as-needed 
volunteers. With the help of these dedicated 

individuals and many other community partners, 
Seamark hosted two trail rides for the community 
in 2013.
 
Our goal for the equestrian program is to build 
upon this solid foundation to introduce even more 
children and the community to the therapeutic 
and recreational benefits of horses.

EQUESTRIAN PROGRAM
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Seamark Ranch has developed a strong network of 
counselors and community resources that work with 
our houseparents, teachers and qualified volunteers 
to address the therapeutic needs of the children. We 
are meeting children at their points of need with 
counseling and emotional assistance. Children are 
learning more than just coping mechanisms for past 
hurts. We are helping each child develop healthy 
behaviors and self-esteem through every aspect of life 
at Seamark Ranch. They are being equipped to heal 
and transform their lives in preparation for a more 
confident future.

COUNSELING 
PROGRAM
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Your generosity to Seamark Ranch and the 
children we serve continues to grow! We 
are so grateful, and we take the use of those 
resources very seriously. As always, copies 
of our audited financial statements are 
available upon request. Thank you for your 
continued support!

43, 573 VOLUNTEER 
HOURS SINCE 2007

GALLONS 
575

MILES DRIVEN
103,000

DONATION TO BE USED AS 
“SEED MONEY” FOR OUR NEXT 

CHILDREN’S HOME

$25,000
$0

DEBT INCURRED

In June, 
N. Hugh Mathews celebrated 30 

years of service to England, Thims & Miller, Inc. 
in Jacksonville Florida.  ETM friends and coworkers made 

generous donations to Seamark Ranch in honor and in recognition 
of Hugh’s 30 years of dedicated service. Hugh and Regina Mathews, 

long-time friends and founding Board Members of Seamark Ranch 
requested this $25,000 donation be used as “seed money” 

for our next children’s home. 

7 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
1 HORATIO ALGER SCHOLARSHIP 

WINNER

BALES OF HAY
USED

105

FACEBOOK LIKES
1478

BIRTHDAY CUPCAKES
960

OF MILK CONSUMED



BY THE NUMBERS 2013

8% 33% 50% 9%

5-8 17+13-169-12
AGES OF CHILDREN UPON ADMISSION

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

CHURCHES

BUSINESSES

FOUNDATIONS

INDIVIDUALS 51%

22%

13%

10%

4%

GIFTS BY TYPE OF GIVER

REVENUE BY TYPE

69%
PRIVATE 

CONTRIBUTIONS  & 
SPECIAL EVENTS

11%
PROGRAM 
SERVICES

11%
INVESTMENT

& OTHER

- GIFTS-IN-KIND

71%
CHILDREN’S
PROGRAMS 

16%
FUNDRAISING

13%
ADMINISTRATIVE

EXPENSES

$25,000
54% 46%

491 CHILD PLACEMENT INQUIRIES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED AT SEAMARK RANCH SINCE 2007

9% 



I cannot imagine a life without the ability to dream! Some of the best dreams develop when you 
have love, stability and confidence. Seamark is a program that is built on the platform of love and 
stability;  loving houseparents, loving teachers, and a loving home! Confidence then grows from the 
accomplishments that a young person experiences. We believe all children deserve an opportunity 
to dream.  We hope you will help continue to make this dream “of a better future” a reality for the 
children at Seamark today as well as the children who will find a home at Seamark tomorrow! 
 
Your support is the key! Through Dream of Better, you will see how your neighbors, civic groups, 
businesses, churches, and even other children, are making their dreams of better for Seamark children 
a reality in creative and unique ways.  What is your dream for the children of Seamark Ranch?  

Please join us in making your dream a reality through the Dream of Better challenge.  Norman Vincent 
Peale said, “Whatever the mind of man can conceive and believe, it can achieve!” Let’s dream BIG!
 

Will Montoya
Development Committee Chair
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FAMILY

Visit us at
www.seamarkranch.com 

to learn more 
about The Gillander 

Family’s Dream of 
Better.



HERO
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Meet Hector Guerrero, our 13-year-old hero!  While in elementary school, Hector heard about 
Seamark Ranch from a friend and classmate. When he followed Seamark on Facebook, he saw some 
of our ongoing needs and thought about ways he could help.  Hector started his own Facebook page, 
Hector’s Heroes, and encouraged his friends to donate much-needed paper products, personal care 
items, sheets, etc. to Seamark Ranch.  Hector enlisted the help of his school, church and his parent’s 
coworkers, and collected a mountain of items for Seamark Ranch - including a vacuum cleaner and 
a generous gift card!
 
Hector began volunteering in our community at age 11 and the Guerrero family currently 
volunteers at Clay County Animal Care & Control.  In 2013 Hector was named volunteer of the year 
for Community Connections of Jacksonville.  His dream is to one day start his own non-profit.  In 
the meantime, we are so grateful to have his support and have him as part of our Seamark family.

13-year-old Hector 
Guerrero is proving that 
young people can make 
a difference for Seamark 
Ranch.
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WHAT IS YOUR DREAM OF BETTER?

PLEDGE YOUR BIRTHDAY

THE CHALLENGE

Don’t feel like another birthday with lots of presents you just don’t need? Help 
change a life instead! Donate your next birthday to Seamark Ranch. Simply go 
to www.seamarkranch.com and fill out the Dream of Better birthday pledge 
form. Be sure to share your pledge with your friends and family and encourage 
them to donate to Seamark in honor of your special day.

Host a Seamark 
Dream Party

PARTY WITH
 A PURPOSE

SCHEDULE A 
SPEAKER

For your 
church, office or 

community 
group

FUNDRAISE

At your school, 
sports team, or 
troop project

WRITE A 
LETTER 

CAMPAIGN
To friends & colleagues 

encouraging them to 
support Seamark

TOUR 
THE RANCH

Bring a friend and 
tour the Seamark 

Ranch campus

OR SIMPLY DONATE NOW!
Please use the enclosed envelope or donate directly at www.seamarkranch.com
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BECOME A SPONSOR

CHALLENGE OTHERS
WHAT IS YOUR DREAM OF BETTER?

PLEDGE YOUR BIRTHDAY

Thanks to a recent national nonprofit campaign we all know how 
successful challenging our friends can be for good. Challenge your 
friends, family and collegues to Dream of Better for the Seamark 
Ranch children. Here are just a few of the endless opportunties 
to partner with us. Have your own ideas for a challenge? Please 
share your story of why you are helping along with a photo 
showing one word that signifies your Dream of Better for the 
Seamark children. Be sure to share it on our Seamark Ranch 
Facebook page!

A HOME

Consider donating 
to a Seamark home 

endowment

A PROGRAM

AN EVENT

Help sponsor one of 
the many Seamark 

Programs

Become an event 
sponsor at our next 

fundraiser

OR SIMPLY DONATE NOW!
Please use the enclosed envelope or donate directly at www.seamarkranch.com
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The help of partners like you is the 
reason the children of Seamark Ranch 
can begin to Dream of Better. For the 
first time in their lives, children feel 
safe enough to begin to dream of a 
new life, a strong family, and a better 
education. They now have a Dream of 
Hope for a brighter future. 

Please help us continue to provide a 
home for children in crisis - a home 
built on love, where all who enter can 
learn how to Dream of Better. That 
Better Dream will change lives now, 
and it will change the lives of future 
generations as, together, we break the 
terrible cycle of pain, abuse and failure.

Visit www.seamarkranch.com or 
call us at 904.288.8885 to learn how 
you too can Dream of Better for the 
children of Seamark Ranch.

FOUNDATION

Executive Director, Fred 
Meiners and his wife, Debbie, 
believe a strong foundation 
is the key to the success of 
Seamark Ranch children.
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